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OKAY, SON. YOU 
MAY HAVE NOTICED 
BY NOW THAT I’M МОТ 
LIKE NORMAL DADS. I'VE... 
AVOIDED THE SUBJECT 
FOR FAR TOO MANY YEARS, 
AND YOUR MOTHER AND I 
HAVE DECIDED THAT IT’S 
TIME YOU KNEW 
THE TRUTH. 


МЕ 
THINK YOU'RE 
OLP ENOUGH 
FOR ME TO TELL 
YOU WHERE I 
REALLY COME 
FROM. 














MILLIONS OF MILES FROM HERE, 


OUT IN DEEP SPACE, IS THE 
PLANET VILTRUM, А COOL BLUE 
OASIS ALONE IN A SOLAR 
SYSTEM MUCH LIKE OUR OWN. 











ITS PEOPLE ARE NOT COMPLETELY 
UNLIKE HUMANS, ALTHOUGH, THEY, 
AND I, HAVE ABILITIES IN ADDITION 
TO WHAT HUMANS HAVE. WE CAN 
FLY, MOVE AT SUPER-SPEED, AND 
POSSESS GREAT STRENGTH... 
BY HUMAN STANDARDS. 







WITH NO CONFLICT AT HAND, OUR 
HIGH COUNCIL REFUSED TO LET OUR 
SOCIETY BECOME COMPLACENT. 


VILTRUM WAS A PLANET THAT НАР 
ACHIEVED A PERFECT GLOBAL 
SOCIETY. THERE WAS NO ILLNESS, 
NO MURDER, NO WAR, IT WAS A 
RELATIVE UTOPIA. 














COUNCIL MEMBERS ARGUED THAT 
RATHER THAN REVEL IN OUR NEWFOUND 
PERFECTION, WE SHOULD TAKE IT UPON 
OURSELVES TO ENSURE THAT OTHER 
RACES, LESSER DEVELOPED THAN OUR 
OWN, SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO DEVELOP 
TO OUR LEVEL OF ADVANCEMENT. 
















IT WAS AGREED UPON UNANIMOUSLY. 








SHORTLY AFTER THE HIGH 
COUNCIL HAD APPROVED THE 
IDEA, THE WORLD BETTERMENT 
COMMITTEE WAS FORMED. 




















THE FIRST STEP OF THE INITIATIVE WAS „„PLANETS THAT WERE FAR ENOUGH ALONG 
TO LOCATE OTHER PLANETS THAT WERE THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF GREATNESS WAS 
IN A CRUCIAL STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT... THERE, BUT WERE NOT SO FAR ALONG THAT 

THEIR OUTCOME WAS ALREADY DECIDED. 


THE SECOND STEP WAS TO INSTALL GLOBAL DEFENSE 

N SYSTEMS TO PROTECT THE PLANET FROM SPACEBORNE 
a MENACES, BOTH NATURAL AND UNNATURAL, THAT 
MIGHT PREVENT THE SURVIVAL OF THE CIVILIZATION. 
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THE FINAL STEP WAS TO SEND А TEAM OF THIS TEAM WOULD STAY 
SCIENTISTS DOWN TO THE PLANET'S BEHIND ON THE PLANET, 
SURFACE TO ASSIST IN THE АРУАМСЕМЕМТ ; MONITORING ITS PROGRESS. 
OF THE CIVILIZATION'S TECHNOLOGIES. м, 





WORD TRAVELED AROUND OUR PLANET 


ABOUT HOW MUCH GOOD THE WORLD 


SOON, IT WAS THE MOST POPULAR 
PROFESSION ON VILTRUM. 


I WAS IN MY THIRD YEAR OF SERVICE WHEN I 
DISCOVERED EARTH. I CONVINCED THE COMMITTEE 
TO DO A PHYSICAL INSPECTION OF THE PLANET. 


OF COURSE, WHEN I CAME OF AGE, I SIGNED UP 
FOR DUTY. I WAS ON THE SEARCH COMMITTEE; MY 
JOB WAS TO LOCATE AND SUGGEST PLANETS THAT 
MIGHT BE ELIGIBLE FOR OUR INTERFERENCE. 


BY THEN, THE OPERATION HAD BEEN 
EXPANDED AND PERFECTED. Т 

WAS STATIONED ON A MOBILE BASE 
THAT TRAVELED FROM PLANET TO 
PLANET AS WE DISCOVERED THEM. 


DURING THE LONG JOURNEY TO EARTH, I USED 
OUR LONG RANGE SENSORS TO STUDY THE PLANET 








BY THE TIME WE ARRIVED, I HAD 
GROWN FOND OF EARTH АМР THE 
PEOPLE ON IT. I WAS FASCINATED 
BY THE ACHIEVEMENTS THEY 
HAD ACCOMPLISHED IN SUCH 

A SHORT TIME. 











I PLEAPEP FOR AUTHORIZATION TO 
ADD EARTH TO OUR BETTERMENT 
SCHEDULE, BUT IT WAS DEEMED 
TOO CRUDE AND NOT DEVELOPED 

| || ENOUGH FOR OUR INTERFERENCE. 
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AND THE CIVILIZATION THAT LIVED THERE. 
Sa Boe ek a TE TE а? 


I REFUSED TO GIVE UP, AND 
OFFERED AN ALTERNATIVE 
SOLUTION. I VOLUNTEERED 
TO RELOCATE TO EARTH, AND 
ВЕ ITS SOLE PROTECTOR, 
DEDICATED TO THE SURVIVAL 
OF ITS CIVILIZATION. 


I WENT ANYWAY. 


DUE TO EARTH’S LOCATION IN 
SUCH A REMOTE AREA OF THE 
UNIVERSE, I WAS WARNED 
THAT THERE MIGHT NOT ВЕ ANY 
CHANCE OF RETURNING. 








МО AMOUNT OF RESEARCH COULD 
HAVE РЕЕРАЕЕР ME FOR WHAT I 
WOULD EXPERIENCE UPON 

MY ARRIVAL. = 
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IT WAS THERE, AMONG THE œ 


PEOPLE, THAT T INSTANTLY KNEW I хи 
НАР МАРЕ THE RIGHT CHOICE. ` 
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EARTH WAS А VIBRANT NEST OF 

INDIVIDUALITY. I MARVELEP AT THE 
PEOPLE I SAW AS THEY SCURRIED 
ABOUT THEIR DAILY LIVES. 
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WITH MY MISSION CLEARLY 
AT HAND, I МЕМТ TO WORK. 


ERE SR. УЕ 
пе Y ES y ¿J 
ТНЕ PEOPLE OF ЕАЕТН МЕЕРЕР — чар а a>. А 
SOMEONE TO KEEP THEM SAFE... Ry > KG K = 
53 — HS 2 
23 
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VISTE 


IT WAS LESS THAN A YEAR BEFORE 
I МЕТ YOUR MOTHER... BUT THAT'S 
A STORY FOR ANOTHER TIME. 





I KNOW THIS IS А LOT TO TAKE IN 
AT ONE TIME, BUT YOU'RE OLD 
ENOUGH TO KNOW THE TRUTH. 
AND UNFORTUNATELY... ТМ 
NOT PONE YET. ON TOP ОЕ 
ALL THIS... THERE'S 




































«THINGS ARE GOING TO 
START TO CHANGE FOR 
YOU IN А FEW YEARS 
AS YOU HIT 
PUBERTY. 





















YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
START TO GET 
ACNE. 


YOUR 
VOICE WILL 
START TO 
CRACK AND 
EVENTUALLY 

CHANGE. 


YOU’LL 
BEGIN TO 
GROW HAIR 
IN STRANGE 
AND NEw 
PLACES. 


YOU’RE 
GOING TO 
START LOOKING 
AT GIRLS INA 
WHOLE NEW LIGHT. 


THERE’S A GOOD 
CHANCE THAT YOU’RE 
GOING TO START TO 
DEVELOP SUPER 
POWERS. 





SUPER-STRENGTH, 
SUPER-SPEED, 
FLIGHT... THE 
WHOLE BIT. 


MARK? 
DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


GOING TO 


ВЕ ABLE TO 
FLY?! 
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WAY TO GO, REX. 
WE HAP THE 
ELEMENT OF 
SURPRISE. 











SORRY, "вот. 
IT SEEMED LIKE 
А GOOD IDEA AT 


You 
GOT THAT 









TRY TO LEAV! 
THE GOOD IDEAS 


GOING TO 
NEED ONE 
REAL SOON. 








NEVER 
MIND. NICE 
JOB, КР. 


T'LL HAVE ANOTHER VEHICLE 
SENT TO US BY REMOTE. KATE 


SORRY, 
THERE WASN'T 
A PHONE BOOTH 

HANDY. 








WELL, un RIDE’S HERE, 


BUT I CAN SEE THAT A BER): 
BRIEF INTRODUCTION y wir Q И (7% 
IS NEEDED ВЕРО —a AS 


LD 
WE DEPART. 5 EVE. ay 
М THE TEAM. > 














YEAH. UM, IS THERE ANY WAY 
YOU САМ KEEP THIS TO YOURSELF? 
N ON 


YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN ONE OF 
YOUR TEAMMATES IS 
GOING TO GO CRAZY AND 
BECOME THE NEXT BIG 











ONLY HAPPENS 

IN COMIC BOOKS. 

SORRY ABOUT 

ALL THAT... I'M | YOU’LL GET THE 

NOT USED TO Д HANG OF IT. TEEN 
SUPERHEROES 
START DRINKING 





WHY ARE WE GOING OUT 
HERE? DO YOU TAKE THE ARE YOU KIPPING 
BUS TO YOUR TEAM’S МЕ? I САМ 

SECRET BASE? 


LISTEN, WE'RE 

FOLLOWING UP ON THE 

INCIDENT FROM LAST 

NIGHT TODAY. YOU'RE 

WELCOME TO TAG 

ALONG IF YOU’D 
LIKE. 


a mb 
NSON 
| Ш SCHOOL ||, 

















































YOU’? BE 
SURPRISED 
HOW RARELY 
PEOPLE EVER 
LOOK UP. 






C'MON. WE CAN 
CHANGE BACK 
TO 

















50... YOU COME 





HERE OFTEN? ¿à 




















SPEAKING OF WHICH, IF 
&00P. OH, AND He's Ü| | You HAD GOTTEN HERE 

WEARING A MUCH NIGER THREE MINUTES LATER 

COSTUME. KATE AND REX T WOULD HAVE HAD 

шші ARE OUT ON ANOTHER 
MISSION, HE'LL BE 


| \ oF Goon USE, 
—— 4 


A BRIDGE, 
HUH? 













TO DO THIS 


TONIGHT. 


YOU'RE 
LATE. TLL 
ASSUME THAT'S 
OUR NEW FRIEND 
FROM LAST NIGHT 
WITH YOU... 
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M ÅS 


MY HYPOTHESIS IS THAT HE 
I ERASEP MAULER'S MEMORIES FROM LAST WILL LEAD US TO HIS BASE AND 
NIGHT, AND LEFT HIM CLOSE TO THE TOY STORE WE'LL BE ABLE TO FIGURE OUT 
HE ROBBED. HE'LL BE DISORIENTED AND WILL WHAT HIS PLANS FOR THE 
> MORE THAN LIKELY SEEK OUT VIDEO GAME SYSTEMS 





FAMILIAR GROUND. 


I'VE BEEN TRACKING HIM FROM HERE, 
BUT WE NEED TO BE ON SITE WHEN 
HE ARRIVES. 


I WAS 
AFRAID I WAS 
GOING TO HAVE TO 
LEAVE WITHOUT 
YOU. 


DON’T WORRY ABOUT 
IT... I'M NOT EVEN 
SURE T’LL NEED 
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IN STOCK. ВУ NOW, АМР 
THEY WON'T BE RECEIVING 
A MONTH. 


I DON’T THINK YOU REALIZE 
HOW IMPORTANT OUR WORK 
HERE 15. WE BADLY NEED 
HOSE EXTRA PROCESSORS. 
THAT SHIPMENT IS ALREADY 
ANOTHER FOR NEARLY 
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МЕ... АМР ТНЕМ... 
NOTHING 
T'M NOT 
SURE OUR 
PLANS CAN 
WAIT THAT 
LONG 
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WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? WE 
NEED THOSE PROCESSORS! 
WE’RE NOT GOING TO HAVE 

ENOUGH TO POWER THE 
ROBOTS WITHOUT THAT 
NEW SHIPMENT. 


HERTHA 
КИБИ; 





KEEP THE OTHER ONE 
FROM ACTIVATING THE 
ROBOTS, T’LL DEAL 
WITH THIS 

ONE! 


WHAT 
MAKES YOU 
THINK WE NEED 
THE ROBOTS 
TO DEFEAT 


T THINK 
WE'VE HEARD 
ENOUGH. 
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Welcome to issue 2, folks. No letters yet, due to the fact that issue one 
isn't out yet and this book is going to press! We do have this keen fan art 
from Chris Piers, so enjoy! 


See you next Month! 
-Robert Kirkman 
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This month's pin-up by Scott Iwahashi. 








